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Anacostia High School Community Working Group: Frequently Asked Questions  
 

August 2018 
 
D.C. Public Schools (DCPS) is launching a Community Working Group for School Year 2018-19 to gather input 
and community support around the most effective way to approach school transformation and improvement 
at Anacostia High School, as well as its feeder middle and elementary schools.   
 
This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document provides more information about the purpose of the 
Anacostia High School Community Working Group (AHS CWG) and how it will work as an advisory body. It is 
published by the DCPS School Planning and Community Engagement Teams, who will be convening this 
group. Any questions can be directed to them by sending an email to dcps.planning@dc.gov.  

 
Q: What is a Community Working Group? 
A: DCPS typically convenes a CWG when they are looking to gather input around new school design or key 
strategic program and planning decisions. The AHSCWG is a diverse group of stakeholders within the Anacostia 
High School community and its feeder middle and elementary schools. The schools in the Anacostia feeder 
pattern are: 
 

- Middle Schools: Kramer MS and Sousa MS 
- Elementary Schools: Kimball ES, Ketcham ES, Randle Highlands ES, Savoy ES, Stanton ES, Boone ES, Beers 

ES, Moten ES, and Plummer ES 
 

Q: What are the goals of the Anacostia High School Community Working Group? 
A: The goal and purpose of this group is to help DCPS gather family and community input on how DCPS should 
approach future improvement and transformation strategies at Anacostia High School. The group will play an 
advisory role that will inform DCPS decisions but will not be responsible for making decisions on its own. The 
group is also a way to foster open communication between DCPS and the involved communities throughout 
the process. The scope and sequence of the meeting topics is still being determined, but the priorities 
include:  

• Informing DCPS’ community engagement strategy around school improvement and the federal Every 
Student Succeeds Acts (ESSA) ESSA 

• Advising DCPS on specific program ideas that resonate with Ward 7 and 8 stakeholders 
• Advising DCPS on community supports for students and families, such as wrap-around services and 

social emotional learning  
 

Q: Who is on the Community Working Group? How were these members selected? 
A: The AHS CWG will be a group comprised of up to 20-25 members from Wards 7 and 8. It will include 
representatives from families, and community stakeholders who are interested in the success of Anacostia 
High School and its feeder schools. DCPS aims to select CWG members who reflect the diverse groups within 
the Anacostia High School feeder pattern population. Members were invited to participate by the Community 
Engagement and School Planning Teams in collaboration with school leaders from Anacostia HS and its feeder 
schools. 
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Q: How will Community Working Group members gather input from and share information with the larger 
community? 
A: CWG members are community representatives. One expectation of CWG members is that they gather 
input on preferred school transformation and improvement strategies from the groups they represent and 
share updates from CWG meetings with their communities. Input from the CWG meetings will be shared 
with the Chancellor and the DCPS leadership team. To ensure that all meetings are productive, DCPS 
requests consistent participation from working group members for the duration of this group’s time working 
together.  
 
Meeting notes will be posted at https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/ to help keep all community members 
informed throughout the process. Agendas and meeting topics will be shared with CWG members prior to 
each meeting to ensure that members have adequate time to gather input and research the topic in 
advance. 

 
Q: What is the time commitment associated with the Community Working Group? 
A: Meetings will typically be held during weekday evenings for 1-2 hours no more than once every six weeks.  
 
Q: Who facilitates Community Working Group meetings? 
A: The DCPS Community Engagement and School Planning Teams will facilitate CWG meetings. We will ask 
participants to follow agreed-upon norms to ensure all members feel comfortable expressing their voices. 
Members will be held accountable to respecting these norms to help create an environment friendly to rich 
discussion. 
 
Q: How will DCPS include students in this process? 
The community working group will be comprised of adults. To create a space that is age appropriate and tailored 
for student interests and concerns, DCPS will engage students in person through focus groups and other methods. 

 

https://dcpsplanning.wordpress.com/

	Q: What is a Community Working Group?
	Q: What are the goals of the Anacostia High School Community Working Group?
	Q: Who is on the Community Working Group? How were these members selected?
	Q: How will Community Working Group members gather input from and share information with the larger community?

