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MacFarland Community Cabinet Meeting Notes 
June 29th, 2016 
6:30 – 8:30PM 
Roosevelt High School 
Presenters: Mark Sanders, Aqueelha James 
Support: Teresa Biagioni, Andrew Katz-Moses, Cassandra Sanchez 
 

Notes: 
Agenda 
 

Time Agenda item Key questions 

6:30 – 6:40pm Welcome/ Review of agenda  

6:40 – 6:45pm Celebrations   

6:45 – 7:00pm Updates 

 MMS Uniform Policy 

 Facility Update 

 Staffing Update 

 

7:00 – 7:25pm Collaboration/Discussion 

 MMS Branding 

  

7:25 – 7:40pm Q&A with School Leadership  

7:40 –7:45pm Big Takeaways and Next Steps   

 
Cabinet Members Present: Raymond Weeden, Nadia McNeil Dyson, Yanira van den Broeck, Ron Hampton, 
Christopher Alexander, Laura Rasmussen Foster, Raquel Pinkney, Andrew Rowe 
 

PARTICIPANT QUESTION/COMMENT DCPS UPDATE/ANSWER 

Are all the facility updates going to be completed by 
the end of the year? 

Yes, definitely. 

I don’t see a library. It’s the media center. 

 And keep in mind, the classes will have their own in 
class library, which is critical. We expect to have little 
book nooks in the classroom as well. 

After 2 years the space will be refurbished and 
MacFarland will take over? 

Marie Reed is in there for one year so they’re the rest 
of MacFarland and they will be done in a year. When 
they leave true construction and demolition will start 
at that barrier. In 16-17 we’re in the space with 6th 
grade, in 17-18 we’re in that space with 6th and 7th. In 
16-17 the big space is Marie Reed, in 17-18 the big 
space is construction. Then over the summer after 17-
18 they will do the smaller place but I’m going to 
hedge my bets and say we’ll at least have the big 
renovated space. 

 MacFarland has a gym in the third floor so we’ve got 
PE in that room. But the second year that swing space 
will be critical because we don’t know how long we’ll 
have that gym space when construction starts. We’ve 
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also got the big field at Iowa and Allison along with 
basketball and tennis courts. 

 We’re blocking off the last period of the day in the 
Roosevelt gym as plan C for MacFarland use of the 
Roosevelt gym. 

Will MacFarland also have use of the turf field? Absolutely. Although MacFarland is in another 
building, this is the Roosevelt and MacFarland campus 
as far as I am concerned so we have our Manager of 
Strategy and Logistics working on how they can all use 
the space. 

 Principal James: I’m going to ask Mr. Sanders to talk 
about the yoga… 

 We’re still working out the kinks…but one of the 
things I feel is really important is giving kids a chance 
to have some movement in the morning. We visited a 
school in Chicago that starts every day with yoga 
movements. We wanted that swing space so we could 
have a morning meeting and a morning movement, 
and I think yoga is a great way to do that. It won’t be 
strict yoga or anything like that, but the school we 
visited in Chicago had music and the kids were 
dancing and then they were able to start the day. The 
kids loved it. 

Speaking of movement, are there any plans for 
athletic activity? 

We are in discussion about that right now. There will 
be competitive athletics at the school. We’re leaning 
more towards intramurals because we don’t want to 
send a bunch of 6th graders onto the basketball court 
to play 8th graders. They need to learn to enjoy it. 
 
The students are going to be grouped into teams and 
those teams are going to follow them throughout the 
year. We want to give them a chance to compete and 
learn to win and lose and perhaps in that second year 
we’d try to join DCIAA. 
 
Also we’re making considerations about combining 
with the neighborhood schools Truesdell, West, and 
Raymond. 

How many classes will students take per day? Students will take 4 but there’s also that morning 
meeting piece and the intervention piece. They’ll have 
English every day, math every day, then the social 
studies will be in Spanish and it will puzzle piece with 
a Spanish humanities/Spanish language arts piece. It’s 
basically the world around us in Spanish and they’ll 
have one each day but it will look a lot alike… 

 Branding conversation. What do people think about 
how MacFarland can brand itself given its dual 
language and comprehensive programs and its phased 
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opening? 

I had asked people in our school and community and 
pretty much 100% of the feedback was that it should 
be MacFarland Middle School. 
 
But whenever I think of the school I think of Gunston 
Middle School which uses the Spanish -- Escuela 
Intermedia 

 

What we do at Tyler is just use the English name and 
all throughout the year messaging what’s happening 
in both languages. And that is how we get…the wait 
list now is insane…everything is celebrated…as soon as 
we got a new science lab that was on the web… 

And that…especially as we start the SIT process and 
get those nice drawings like you saw for Roosevelt…if 
you think you saw those everywhere for Roosevelt 
they’re really going to be everywhere for MacFarland 

I think we need to address the reputation of 
MacFarland and to do that we really have to promote 
the dual language piece. That’s speaking as someone 
from this neighborhood who wouldn’t even consider 
the school without that element. 

 

Using that language too…come to the new 
MacFarland… 

 

Focusing more on the global studies aspect might be a 
good recruitment tool; not everyone is going to be in 
the dual language piece but they will all be in the 
global studies. 

 

We use a kind of weird venn diagram at Tyler…arts 
integration…Spanish immersion…and something else… 

 

Speaking from Cleveland I know that English language 
students and DL students are really segregated, so 
that’s a big piece going along with Yanira targeting the 
global aspects of the program. If you look at it from 
the global aspects you’re going to catch more families 
across the board. 

 

I think our four schools have this down…they know 
about MacFarland in which it’s been marketed. The 
registrar at Powell has been talking to parents all 
about it and all those parents know about dual 
language. 

 

Would you still find MacFarland attractive even if you 
knew your child might not get into DL? 

 

As a parent whose child is already in DL we had no 
place to go and we figured it was mainly for that 
reason. So for that piece, yes…those dual language 
kids have somewhere to go. 

 

Do you still feel like people don’t know it’s a dual 
language? 

 

I just think it needs to be marketed more, but we 
don’t have the issue of English vs. Spanish at Marie 
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Reed… 

 It’s going to be MacFarland Middle School with a Dual 
Language Program, and the current Chancellor has 
sent this message as well. When I think about global 
studies programming, it’s all encompassing; we’re 
Roosevelt High School a global studies campus. At 
Burroughs we were a STEM school and people always 
thought that was so cool. 

 As I’ve been out in the community a lot of people 
have been thinking MacFarland is only a dual language 
school, so I have to correct that and make it clear it 
will be a global studies program and neighborhood 
school. Just to keep that in mind as you guys are 
working through this branding, so that those families 
don’t feel like a second thought. 

 And what we’re trying to get at is that everyone feels 
like a part of the community, so English only sounds a 
bit pejorative. We have to gaze into our crystal ball a 
little bit especially with the changes that were 
announced today. A great name isn’t going to get you 
parents to sign up; but it’s a start and it will get you in 
the door or get the door closed depending on which 
end you’re on. We want to make sure all of the 
parents feel welcome and feel a part of the 
experience; we want this to be a neighborhood and 
comprehensive school.  That’s not to say a parent 
from ward 7 who wants to bring their child up here 
should be excluded – we’d love to have them. Are 
there any new ideas or ideas that haven’t been 
discussed? 
 
We’re also going to have this discussion with our 
parents. 

I think global studies is that unifying thing.  

Are you already planning the big welcome picnic? We’re planning a lot of things to welcome. I’m not 
going to commit to a picnic, but we might do one. 

Opening a school is hard. What do you all need? How 
can we help? 

A couple of things we want to make sure is in 
everyone’s head is sometimes with school funding and 
school construction you have to be a squeaky wheel. 
Making sure the SIT process and construction starts 
on time…The more community support you can have 
actually can move things along. 
 
The second is we also want you to come out and meet 
the parents at the welcome event, and to do what 
some of you have already done: bring those questions 
back to your group and bring those back to us. 

Word of mouth is huge. We need to dispel the I think you make a great point. That’s the approach 
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reputation piece which is ludicrous to me because 
MacFarland hasn’t been in the building for 5 years! 
We’re the marketing piece in the community; on my 
street I’m telling people to send their kids to 
MacFarland because there is no reputation. 

anytime you open a new program, you’re asking 
people to take a risk and that helps anytime they hear 
from people who are not in a school leadership 
position. 

 One of the myths we had to dispel in the parent 
meetings is that MacFarland didn’t close for poor 
academic performance. They had some of the 
strongest gains in the district. They closed because of 
low enrollment and that’s why this marketing piece is 
so important. We’re going to set up a school and 
we’re going to get great people, but we’ve got to have 
the students. 
 
More than the twitter piece or the facebook or even 
the news piece is that word of mouth piece. The most 
valuable information is going to come from you all. 

Will you all provide something for us to hand out, like 
a small magnet to go on a refrigerator? 

We’re going to have that conversation with the school 
planning team. Normally those conversations start 
around EdFest time. 

I’m a ward 7 parent coming to ward 2 and when I first 
heard of the considerations for MacFarland, I was very 
excited. I can’t say my excitement is still that way. So 
the first year is going to be very key to doing it and 
selling it and I really want to be convinced but I am 
not 100% there. I want to be as supportive as I can be 
but there is still a lot to be said, there’s still a lot of 
uncertainty and doubt and parents who are not even 
in the pipeline yet. 

 

One of the great things is in two years Mr. Sanders will 
have a son here! 

This may not be the right time but I would certainly 
like to converse with you further about your 
reservations and how you cultivate an all-
encompassing school community when the district has 
decided to start with a program. We certainly want to 
captivate the minds of people like you because in life 
we’re going to hear some great and some not so great 
things. I think of my first year at Burroughs, I had one 
Caucasian student in the whole school and then I 
pushed families in my living room chats where the 
parents were 90% Caucasian. The school doesn’t 
become a diverse neighborhood school until you 
make the decision to come and what I can commit to 
is that with my leadership and with Mr. Sanders’ 
leadership we can commit to that…so I want to 
continue that conversation with you. 

Personally, I’m not 100% comfortable with DCPS. 
Since you and Mr. Sanders have come on board, that’s 
been really positive for me. Another piece was DCPS 

What I hear as a quick resolve is to have several open 
houses and I’m not into staged performances. What 
you see is what you get, and we’ll need to do that, but 
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deciding to start the school this year; I thought it was 
a little force fed, which was one of my concerns as 
well. I wanted to put that out there in the atmosphere 
so you are aware and Mr. Sanders is aware. 

you’re going to have to take that leap in your third 
year and you won’t regret it. 

 Thank you for your candor, and I think every parent 
has this conversation - certainly my wife and I have. 
Where are we going to send our child to middle 
school? So we would ask: 1) to continue sharing like 
you have and 2) to keep an open mind. There is a risk 
to take the plunge but I hope you will know and 
communicate to your communities that Ms. James 
and I are very committed to make this successful, not 
for us but because there are kids involved and every 
parent in the city absolutely want the best for their 
child. 
 
We have both the desire to give students a great 
education as well as the competency to do so. 

 The very next meeting Mr. Sanders will send out an 
agenda and we’d like to solicit some feedback if we’re 
leaving out a topic you all would like to discuss. Mr. 
Sanders will serve as the immediate POC which 
doesn’t mean Ms. James isn’t there. I’m very 
accessible, but I want to acknowledge and empower 
our immediate school leader so just give us some 
feedback on how we’re doing. 

 Closing 

 


